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ASYMPTOMATIC PULMONARY EMBOLUS PATIENTS IN DEEP VEIN THROMBOSIS 
M. Nakao, N. Nakajima, T. Ogawa, S. Hoshino
Fukushima First Hospital, Fukushima, Japan
Background: Chest computed tomographic (CT) scanning is used frequently to evaluate symptomatic patients for pulmonary embolus (PE). The incidence of asymptomatic PE in Deep Vein Thrombosis (DVT) patients is unknown. 
Methods: DVT patients with no respiratory symptoms were studied with contrast-enhanced helical CT images of the chest, pelvis, and lower extremities. Also Well fs criteria and D-dimer was used to evaluate these patients. 
Results: Thirteen of 90 patients had a PE. Average score of Well�f�fs criteria in these was 3.23 point. D-dimer levels in this group have no significant change compared with non PE group.
Conclusion: Asymptomatic PE occurred in 14.4% of DVT patients. However in these cases, D-dimer were elevated. Chest CT scanning is needed for speedy diagnosis and immediate treatment.

